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I. Texts 
  

* Thucydidis Historiae, ed. H.S. Jones, rev. J.E. Powell (Oxford 1942) 2 vols. (OCT) 
 
Translation: Thucydides: The Peloponnesian War, trans. & ed. S. Lattimore (Indianpolis 1997) 
 

            Introductory Study: K.J. Dover, Thucydides, Greece and Rome, New Surveys in the Classics 7 
(1973) 

 
II. Requirements 
 

Test I will be a self-administered exam to be anticipated in Week 7 of the course. It will be 
comprised primarily of translation and will constitute 30% of the final grade. Test II will be 
self-administered during exam week. Testing the material of the course comprehensively, it will 
comprise 35% of the course grade. Both tests will contain sight passages. A research paper will 
be required and will call for sharply focused research relevant to specific facets of the material in 
the second half of the course. Each meeting, starting from week 8, offers two such topics. It is to 
be expected that the researchers of the topics to be covered during that meeting will make 
significant contributions to that meeting. The papers will contribute 35% to the grade.  
 
III. The Conduct of the Course 
 

A complete reading of Thucydides is far beyond the scope of a single course. We shall endeavor 
to cover some of the best-known sections of Thucydides, and to treat the varied types of material 
with which this historian attempted to grapple. We shall also make an investigation of Attic      
historiography through Thucydides, its greatest exponent. While it is possible to set him in his 
proper intellectual context through a study of differences of his work from that of Attic local 
historians, we shall analyze Thucydides through his relationship to other modes of 
historiography.  
 
IV. An Outline of Readings 
 

All readings in Greek are listed inclusively, i.e., Thuc.1.1-23 means Thucydides Book 1, chapter 
1 through and including chapter 23. The topics for emphasis for each meeting are included in 
parentheses. Where relevant, the report for each week follows the reading assignment in square 
brackets.  
 
Week 1 (Jan. 28): Introduction to course 
         
Week 2 (Feb. 4): Thuc. 1.1-23 (Arkhaiologia) 
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Week 3 (Feb. 11):  Thuc. 1.24-49 (Corcyraean Crisis) 
 
Week 4 (Feb. 18) Thuc. 1.50-55 (Battle of Sybota); Thuc. 1.65-82 (Debate at Sparta) 
 
Week 5 (Feb. 25): Thuc. 1.83-112 (Pentekontaeteia) 
 
Week 6 (March 3): Rapid Review of the Remainder of Book One 
 
Week 7 (March 10):  Thuc. 2.1-24 (Outbreak of War) 
 
Week 8 (March 24):  Thuc. 2.25-46 (Epitaphios of Pericles); [Polypragmosun�  in the 

Epitaphios]; [Pericles and Female Social Invisibility] 
 
Week 9 (March 31): Thuc. 2.47-65 (Great Plague; Last Speech of Pericles); Thuc. 2.85-92  
 (Phormio in the Corinthian Gulf); [The Identification of the Athenian Plague]; [The 
 Advice of Pericles on Maintenance of the Attic Hegemony] 
       
Week 10 (April 7): Thuc. 3. 9-14, 36-50 (Mytilenaean Debate); Rapid Review of the Remainder 

of 3.1-50 [Diodotus' Argument from Expediency]; [The Loyalty of the Allied Dēmoi] 
 
Week 11 (April 14):  Thuc. 3.70-85 (Corcyraean Stasis); Rapid Review of Thuc. 4.1-41; [The 

Semantics of Stasis] 
 
Week 12 (April 21): Thuc. 5.1-20; 5.84-114 (Melian Dialogue); [Autonomy in the Peace of 
 Nicias]; [The Guilt of the Melians] 
 
Week 13 (Apr. 28): Thuc. 6.8-32 (Inception of the Sicilian Expedition); [Athenian Prospects in 
 Sicily]; [The Portrayal of Alcibiades in Thucydides] 
 
Week 14 (May 5) Thuc. 8.89-95, 97-98 (The Oligarchic Coup of 411); Thuc. 8.101-109 (The  
 End of the History); [The Thucydidean Assessment on the Five Thousand]; [State of 
 Completion of Thucydides Book 8]  
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BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR THUCYDIDES 
 
 I. Editions 
 

 Thucydide: La guerre du Peloponnese, ed. L. Bodin, J. de Romily, and R. Weil (Paris 
1953-1972) (Budé) 

 Thucydidis Historiae, ed. C. Hude, ed. maior (Leipzig 1898, 1901); ed. minor (w. Scholia) 
(1920-1928) (Teubner)Thucydidis Historiae, ed. O. Luschnat (Books 1-2) (Leipzig 1954, 
1960) (Teubner) 

Thucydidis Historiae, ed. H.S. Jones, OCT 2 vols. (1898, 1902); rev. J.E. Powell (1941) 
 
II. Commentary 
 

A. General 
 
J. Classen & J. Steup, Thukydides (Berlin 1914-1922; repr. 1963) 
A.W. Gomme, A Historical Commentary on Thucydides: vol. 1, Intro. & Book 1 (Oxford 1945); 

vol. 2, Books 2-3 (1956); vol. 3, Books 4-5.24 (1956); vol. 4, Books 5.25-7 (w. A. 
Andrewes & K.J. Dover) (1970); vol. 5, Book 8 (A. Andrewes & K.J. Dover) (1980) 

M. Moggi, La guerra del Peloponneso (Milan 1984) 
E. Poppo & J.M. Stahl, Thucydidis: De Bello Peloponnesiaco (Leipzig 1882-1888) 
J. Widmann & G. Boehme, Thucydidis: De Bello Peloponnesiaco (Leipzig 1894) 
 
B. Specific Books 
  
S. Hornblower, A Commentary on Thucydides I: Books 1-III (Oxford 1991) 
____, A Commentary on Thucydides II: Books 1V-V.24 (Oxford 1996) 
P.J. Rhodes, Thucydides, History II (Warminster 1988) 
____, Thucydides, History III (Warminster 1994) 
____, History IV.1-V.24  (Warminster 1998) 
J.S. Rusten, The Peloponnesian War, Book II (Cambridge 1989) 
 
III. School Texts and Commentaries 
 
E.C. Marchant, Books 1-3 (Bk. 1.1-55; Bk. 2: rev. T.E.J. Wiedemann 1978, 1979), 7; C.E. 
Graves, Books 4-5 (MacMillan Classical series); W.H. Forbes, Book 1 (Oxford 1965); C.D. 
Morris, Book 1 (Boston 1887); T.R. Mills, Book 2 (Oxford 1973 [repr.]); A.W. Spratt, Books 3, 
4, 6 (Cambridge 1898, 1912); G.A. Simcox, Books 3, 4 (London 1898, 1875);  K.J. Dover, 
Books 6, 7 (Oxford 1965); P. Frost, Books 6, 7, 8 (London 1879-1884)  
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IV. Translations 
 

 The Complete Writings of Thucydides (The Crawley Translation), ed. J.H. Finley (New York 
1934) 

Hobbes’ Thucydides, ed. R. Schlatter (New Brunswick 1975) 
Thucydides, trans. C.F. Smith (London 1928-1953), 4 vols. (Loeb) 
Thucydides: The Peloponnesian War, trans. & ed. W. Blanco & J.T. Roberts (New York 1998) 
Thucydides: The Peloponnesian War, trans. R. Warner, (Penguin 1954) 
 
V. Index and Lexicon 
 
E.A. Betant, Lexicon Thucydideum (Geneva 1843; repr. 1961) 2 vols. (use w. I. Bekker, 

Thukydides, ed. alt., Berlin 1968) 
M.N. Essen, Index Thucydideus (Berlin 1867; repr. 1964) 
 
VI. Bibliography 
 

A. Andrewes, “Modern Work on the History of Athens, 478-403 B.C.,” Didaskalos 4 (1972) 
155-64 

 M.N. Chambers, “Studies on Thucydides, 1957-1962,” CW 57 (1963) 6-13 
____, “Studies on Thucydides, 1963-1967,” CW 62 (1969) 245-54 
G.T. Griffith, “Greek Historians,” Fifty Years (and Twelve) of Classical Scholarship, ed. M. 

Platnauer (Oxford 1968) 
O. Luschnat, “Thukydides der Historiker,” RE suppl. bd. 12 (1971) cols. 1085-1354, esp. 

1323-38 
F.W. Wassermann, “Thucydidean Scholarship, 1942-1956,” CW 50 (1956-1957) 65-70, 89-101 
 

VII. Preliminary Surveys 
 

 P. Brunt, “Introduction,” Thucydides, trans. B. Jowett (New York 1963); cf. History Today 
(1967) 820-28 

H.R. Immerwahr, “Thucydides,” The Cambridge History of Classical Literature: Greek 
Literature (Cambridge 1985) 441-56 

H.T. Wade-Gery & J.D. Denniston, “Thucydides,” OCD 1067-1071 
 

VIII. Language and Style 
 

J. Finley, Three Essays on Thucydides (Cambridge, Mass. 1967) 
A. Parry, “The Language of Thucydides' Description of the Plague,” BICS 16 (1969) 106-18 
____, Logos and Ergon in Thucydides (New York 1981) 
____, “Thucydides' Use of Abstract Language,” Yale French Studies 45 (1970) 3-20 
D.P. Tompkins, “Stylistic Characterization in Thucydides: Nicias and Alcibiades,” YCS 22 

(1972) 181-215 
K. Weidauer, Thukydides und die hippokratischen Schriften, Heidelberger Forschungen (1954) 
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IX. General Bibliography 
 
F.A. Adcock, Thucydides and his History (London 1963) 
A.B. Bosworth, “The Historical Context of Thucydides’ Funeral Oration,” JHS 120 (2000) 1-16. 
C.N. Cochrane, Thucydides and the Science of History (London 1929) 
M. Cogan, The Human Thing. The Speeches and Principles of Thucydides’ History (Chicago 

1981) 
W.R. Connor, “A Post-Modernist Thucydides?,” CJ 72 (1977) 289-98  
____, Thucydides (Princeton 1984) 
F.M. Cornford, Thucydides Mythistoricus (London 1907) 
C. Dewald, Thucydides' War Narrative: A Structural Study (Berkeley 2005) 
H. Drexler, Thukydides-Studien (Hildesheim 1976) 
H. Diesner, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft bei Thukydides (Halle 1956) 
L. Edmunds, Chance and Intelligence in Thucydides (Cambridge, Mass. 1975) 
J. Finley, Thucydides (Cambridge, Mass. 1942) 
K. von Fritz, Die griechische Geschichtsschreibung 1.523-823, 2 vols. (Munich 1969) 
A.W. Gomme, Essays in Greek History and Literature (Oxford 1937) 
____, More Essays in Greek History and Literature (Oxford 1962) 
M. Gustafson, ed., Thucydides' Theory of International Relations: A  lasting possession (Baton  
 Rouge 2000) 
H. Herter, ed., Thukydides, Wege der Forschung 98 (Darmstadt 1968) 
S. Hornblower, Thucydides (London 1987) 
____, Thucydides and Pindar: Historical Narrative and the World of Epinikian Poetry  
 (Oxford 2004) 
P. Huart, Le vocabulaire de l'analyse psychologie dans l’oeuvre de Thucydide (Paris 1968) 
V. Hunter, “The Composition of Thucydides’ History: A New Answer to the Problem,” Historia 
 26 (1977) 269-94 
____, Past and Process in Herodotus and Thucydides (Princeton 1982)  
____, Thucydides, The Artful Reporter (Toronto 1973) 
W. Jaeger, Paideia (Oxford 1939) 1.382-411 
B. Jordan, “Religion in Thucydides,” TAPA 116 (1986) 119-47 
H.D.F. Kitto, Poiesis (Berkeley 1960) 257-354 
W.R.M. Lamb, Clio Enthroned (Cambridge 1914) 
A. Lesky, A History of Greek Literature (London 1966) 455-83 
N. Luraghi, “Author and Audience in Thucydides’ “Archaeology”: Some Reflections,” HSCP  
 100 (2000) 227-39 
O. Luschnat, Thukydides der Historiker (Stuttgart 1971) = RE suppl. bd. 12 
N. Marinatos, Thucydides abd Religion (Königstein 1981) 
H. Patzer, Das Problem der Geschichtsschreibung des Thukydides (Berlin 1937) 
J.J. Price, Thucydides and Internal War (Cambridge 2001) 
H.R. Rawlings, The Structure of Thucydides' History (Princeton 1981) 
A. Rengakos, Form und Wandel des Machtdenskens der Athener bei Thukydides, Hermes 

Einzelschr. 48 (Wiesbaden 1984) 
P.J. Rhodes, “Thucydides on the Causes of the Peloponnesian War,” Hermes 115 (1987) 154-65  
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T. Rood, Thucydides: Narrative and Explanation (Oxford  1998) 
J. de Romilly, Histoire et raison chez Thucydide (Paris 1956) 
____, L'invention de l'histoire politique chez Thucydide (Paris 2005) 
____, Thucydide et l'imperialisme Athenien(Paris 1947) = Thucydides and Athenian Imperialism 

(Oxford 1963) 
____, “L’utilité de l’histoire selon Thucydide,” Histoire et historiens dans l'antiquitüe classique 

4 (Fondation Hardt) (Vandoevres-Geneva 1956) 31-81 
W. Schadewaldt, Die Geschichtsschreibung des Thukydides (Berlin 1929) 
C. Schneider, Information und Absicht bei Thukydides () 
E. Schwartz, Die Geschichtswerk des Thukydides (Bonn 1929) 
P. Stadter, ed., The Speeches in Thucydides: A Collection of Original Studies with a 

Bibliography (Chapel Hill 1973) 
H.P. Stahl, Thukydides: Die Stellung des Menschen in geschichtlichen Prozess, Zetemata 40 

(Munich 1966) 
____, Thucydides: Man's Place in History (Swansea 2003) 
H.D. Westlake, Essays in the Greek Historians and Greek History (New York 1969) 
____, Individuals in Thucydides (London 1968) 
____, Studies in Thucydides and Greek History (Bristol 1989) 
A.G. Woodhead, Thucydides on the Nature of Power (Cambridge, Mass. 1970) 
 
X. Ancient Criticism on Thucydides 
 
Marcellinus, Vita Thucydidis, OCT vol. 1 
Anon., Vita Thucydidis, OCT vol. 1 
Aristotle, Poetics 9, 23; Rhetorica 1360a, 1394a 
Dionysius of Halicarnassus, “On Thucydides” Opuscula (Usener/Radermacher); trans. w. comm. 

W.K. Pritchett (Berkeley 1975) 
 




